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By the end of this session, you will be able to…

○ Effectively find datasets of interest in the data catalog

○ Download analysis-ready datasets in a variety of formats

○ Filter and download data for a specific area of interest

○ Create a presentation-ready map featuring data from DYCU’s hub 
catalog



How this session will work

○ Step-by-step tutorials

○ Followed by live demo

○ Q&A at the end



All the data, all in one-place

Problem: all datasets lived in different 
places on our website, with no 
designated place to save archived/less-
recent data

Solution: create a centralized Hub where 
all data can be easily accessed and 
downloaded, easily updated year to year

Keys to success:
o Data is available in ready-to-use 

formats
o Organization is scalable as new data 

is added every year
o Features allows for different levels of 

engagement



○ Raw Data: Clean datasets that are available to download in formats such as 
comma-separated values (csv) file or shapefile. These data are ready to be 
plugged into software like Excel, Google Sheets, R, Python, or ArcGIS for analysis. 

○ Visualizations: Data that has been transformed into interactive charts, maps, and 
dashboards. These data have already been visualized, and can be used to find key 
takeaways or quick facts. 

○ Reports: Data that has been analyzed and compiled into a report, in formats such 
as PDFs and documents. These data have already been analyzed and visualized. 

Currently, the Hub contains over 300 datasets from over 5 years across 8 core topics: 
housing, demographics, economics, health, education, environment, disability, and food 
access

Multiple data types to serve different needs



○ Nonprofit and foundation staff: find data to use in grant applications, program 
planning and evaluation, and needs assessments. Download clean datasets or 
explore visualizations and reports for quick facts.  

○ Researchers, analysts, and students: access clean and structured datasets in 
formats that integrate with your preferred analysis software. 

○ Journalists and storytellers: access data for investigate reporting or community 
profiles. Download clean datasets or explore visualizations and reports for quick 
facts.

○ Community residents: find data about your community through formatted reports 
and visualizations.

The DYCU Hub is built to serve all data-users



Getting Started

Email hub@datayoucanuse.org with questions or visit the Question and Feedback page to 
submit a Feedback form. 

mailto:hub@datayoucanuse.org


Tour of DYCU Hub

getdata-dycu.hub.arcgis.com



Tutorial: How to find and 
download a dataset



Use the search 
bar to search 
for your topic 
of interest

Step 1: Filter the catalog



Scroll down to 
use filters

Step 1: Filter the catalog



Filters categorize the data by topic, 
year, and geography 

Step 1: Filter the catalog



When you 
select a filter, it 
will appear in 
the top-left 
corner

Click the X to 
remove one 
filter or click 
“Reset” to 
remove all 
filters

Step 1: Filter the catalog



Once you have found the dataset you are interested in, click on the title. 

Step 1: Filter the catalog



When you open a dataset, 
the screen will open to an 
interactive map of the data 
and several options to 
engage with

Step 2: Learn about the dataset



Find a short summary of the 
data on this screen

OR

Step 2: Learn about the dataset



Find a short summary of the 
data on this screen

OR

Click “View Full Details” for 
more information

Step 2: Learn about the dataset



In addition to the short 
summary, you can find the 
data source

And if you scroll down

Step 2: Learn about the dataset



Step 2: Learn about the dataset

You will find a list of 
“attributes” – or 
variables – that are 
included in the dataset

Tip: Use the Data 
Inventory on the “About 
the Data” page to learn 

more about these 
attributes



Step 2: Learn about the dataset

Tip: Use the Data 
Inventory on the “About 
the Data” page to learn 

more about these 
attributes



Step 2: Learn about the dataset

The data dictionary is a list of all the datasets in the Hub with definitions of their variables



Step 2: Learn about the dataset

The data dictionary is a list of all the datasets in the Hub with definitions of their variables



Step 2: Learn about the dataset

Scroll to find 
the dataset 
you are 
interested in 
and click on it



Step 2: Learn about the dataset

A table will 
appear with 
the source 
information 
and 
definitions 
for all the 
variables 

Homeownership rate



After reviewing the variables, 
navigate back to the 
dataset’s information page

Click download

Step 3: Download the data



Data can be 
downloaded in 
several formats

Step 3: Download the data



Data can be 
downloaded in 
several formats

Click “CSV” for a 
simple spreadsheet

OR

Step 3: Download the data



Data can be 
downloaded in 
several formats

Click “CSV” for a 
simple spreadsheet

OR

Pick the format you 
need for your 
analysis software of 
choice

Step 3: Download the data



Use Case: Find information 
about a specific area



Once you have found the dataset you are interested in, click on the title. 

Step 1: Find your dataset



The interactive map page will open

Step 1: Find your dataset



Click on the magnify 
glass in the top-right 
corner to search for 
an address

Step 2: Locate your point of interest



Type in the address 
and select the 
correct one from the 
list

Step 2: Locate your point of interest



The map will zoom 
into the address 
you’ve selected

Step 2: Locate your point of interest



Step 2: Locate your point of interest

Select the “drop a 
point” tool from the 
tool list on the right 
side of the screen



Step 2: Locate your point of interest

Select the “drop a 
point” tool from the 
tool list on the right 
side of the screen

Drop the point over 
the identified 
address by simply 
clicking on the point



Select the “drop a 
point” tool from the 
tool list on the right 
side of the screen

Drop the point over 
the identified 
address by simply 
clicking on the point

Step 2: Locate your point of interest



Select “filter to this 
point” on the screen

Step 3: Filter the data



Once selected, a 
pop-up will appear 
for the location filter

Use the drop-down 
menus to select the 
distance and units 
you want to use for 
your location filter

Step 3: Filter the data



After selecting your 
distance and units, 
zoom the map out to 
see the filter radius

Now, only census 
tracts within the 
filter radius will 
appear on the 
screen

Step 3: Filter the data



Select the “Download” 
button

On the Download Options 
pane, toggle on the 
“Toggle Filters” option

Step 4: Download



Select the “Download” 
button

On the Download Options 
pane, toggle on the 
“Toggle Filters” option

Then, download the CSV

Step 4: Download



When you open the 
downloaded 
spreadsheet, you can 
now work with the data 
to find the information 
you need

Step 5: Conduct your own analysis

Tip: Use the Data 
Inventory  reviewed 

earlier in the session for a 
refresher on the variable 

definitions



When you open the 
downloaded 
spreadsheet, you can 
now work with the data 
to find the information 
you need

Example: Sum the 
total_units column to 
find the total number of 
housing units in the 
area

Step 5: Conduct your own analysis



Use Case: Create a map for 
reports or presentations



Once you have found the dataset you are interested in, click on the title. 

Step 1: Find your dataset



The interactive map page will open

Step 1: Find your dataset



Click on the “I want 
to use this” at the 
bottom of the 
screen

Step 2: Open the mapping portal



A menu of options will 
appear

Select “Create a Map”

Step 2: Open the mapping portal



Click on the shapes icon to open the symbology pane

Step 3: Symbolize the data



Select which 
variable you want to 
visualize

Click on “+ Field”

Step 3: Symbolize the Data



A list with all the 
options will appear

Step 3: Symbolize the Data

Tip: Use the Data 
Inventory  reviewed 

earlier in the session for a 
refresher on the variable 

definitions



Check the variable 
and then click “Add”

Step 3: Symbolize the Data

Tip: Use the Data 
Inventory  reviewed 

earlier in the session for a 
refresher on the variable 

definitions



The map should adjust to symbolize the selected variable

Step 3: Symbolize the data

Tip: Use the legend to 
read the map. Here, the 

darker areas have a 
higher % of owner-

occupied units



Click on the details button to rename the layer name

Step 3: Symbolize the data



Select “Rename”

Step 3: Symbolize the data



In the properties box, 
give the layer a new 
name

Then, hit done

Step 3: Symbolize the Data



Click on the printer icon to open the printer properties

Step 4: Print your map



A panel will open 
where the print 
elements of your 
map can be input

First start by giving 
the map a 
descriptive title

Step 4: Print your map



A panel will open 
where the print 
elements of your 
map can be input

First start by giving 
the map a 
descriptive title

Then, hit the box 
under “Template” to 
select your desired 
layout

Step 4: Print your map



Portrait layouts 
usually work best for 
Milwaukee County

Step 4: Print your map



Zoom the map in 
and out to decide 
how it will look 
inside the box

Step 4: Print your map



Zoom the map in 
and out to decide 
how it will look 
inside the box

Then, hit “Done”

Step 4: Print your map



Expand the 
“Advanced Options” 
section

Step 4: Print your map



Write in the “Author” 
and “Copyright” 
fields

Step 4: Print your map



Write in the “Author” 
and “Copyright” 
fields

Then, hit export

Step 4: Print your map



When the export is 
ready, click on the 
“open” button to 
view the PDF

Step 4: Print your map



Make sure to save your PDF to your computer

The map is now ready to be printed or included in 
reports, presentations, and more! 

Finished! 



Questions?



Feedback makes the Hub even better! 

○ As you use the Hub, please fill out the Feedback form 
on the “Questions and Feedback” page (or via the QR 
code on this page)

○ If you have questions or need support, email us at 
hub@datayoucanuse.org

○ These slides will be sent out via email and available 
on our website

mailto:hub@datayoucanuse.org


What comes next? 

○ Adding more datasets – especially from local partners

○ More workshops and learning opportunities to be hosted in 2027!

○ What would you like to see? 

○ Continually improving the Hub based on your feedback and use cases

Data Day continues in the main room! See you there. 
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